
In partnership with .....

Citizens' Assemblies and
Participatory Budgeting - Tools to
help Northern Ireland 'Build Back

Better' post-COVID

Report of seminar
20th November 2020



Event information

This event was organised by the Community Foundation, in partnership
with Involve, Community Places and NICVA. 

It was a follow up event to the Roundtable Discussion on 23rd October:
“Building Back Better - Involving the Public in Shaping Northern Ireland’s
post-COVID Recovery” - the report of this event can be accessed here

A closed invitation was sent to elected representatives (MLAs and
Councillors) as well as key departmental officials.

The event took place on Friday 20th November from 9.30am - 10.30am
via Zoom. A video recording of the presentations can be accessed here.

Agenda

 Welcome and background - Paul Braithwaite, Community
Foundation NI. 

Guest Speakers: 
Kaela Scott, Head of Democratic Innovation, Involve

CItizens' Assemblies

Jezz Hall, Director of Shared Future CIC
Participatory Budgeting

Discussion 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C1zQJk9G4Kufsnjb2ahWBwNVp0Qcqxfj/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/U8_D8U7AGGs


Welcome - Paul Braithwaite, Head of Innovation and Voice, Community Foundation

Paul Braithwaite, Head of Innovation and Voice at the Community Foundation began by introducing
the contributors and providing some background to the event in terms of the Foundation’s strategic
work around Community Voice. A recap of the 23rd October seminar was provided by way of
highlighting the proposals that have been put forward for consideration by the NI Executive, as
summarised in the slide below:

Event notes

Paul then explained that the purpose of this event was to provide attendees with
further background on the specific methodologies of citizens’ assemblies and
participatory budgeting. Both these methodologies have been increasingly used in
the UK and Ireland in recent years, including in NI, to involve the public in decision-
making. 

Paul then introduced the speakers who are experts on these respective approaches,
Kaela Scott from Involve and Jezz Hall from Shared Future CIC. 
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Kaela Scott is Head of Democratic Innovation at Involve, a
role focused on developing the theory and practice of public

engagement and new forms of democratic participation. 
 With a background in local government, since joining Involve

in 2015 she has led on a wide range of engagement and
research projects, with a particular focus on how to involve

the public in dialogue and deliberation around complex and
technical issues.

Citizens’ Assemblies
 Kaela Scott, Head of Democratic

Innovation, Involve

_____________________________

Jez Hall is Director of Shared Future CIC. For over 25 years Jez
has worked in diverse communities, facilitating deliberative

and participatory democracy processes and delivering
research and policy work. He specialises in participatory

budgeting, co-production and social enterprise.

Citizens’ Assemblies
Jezz Hall, 

Director Shared Future CIC



Citizens’ Assemblies Kaela Scott

Click here to watch a video of the presentation 

https://youtu.be/U8_D8U7AGGs
https://youtu.be/U8_D8U7AGGs










Participatory Budgeting
 Jez Hall, Director, Share Future CIC

Click here to watch a video of the presentation

https://youtu.be/U8_D8U7AGGs












Attendees:

Organisers and speakers:

Paul Braithwaite, Head of Innovation and Voice, Community Foundation NI 
Kaela Scott, Head of Democratic Innovation, Involve 
Jezz Hall, Shared Future CIC. 
Gemma McCaughley, Community Foundation NI
Rebekah McCabe, Involve
Geoff Nutall, NICVA
Dearbhla Sloan, NICVA
Louise O’Kane, Community Places

Other attendees:

Elected representatives and staff of the following political parties were in
attendance:

Alliance Party
Green Party
Sinn Fein
Social Democratic and Labour Party
Ulster Unionist Party

Representatives of the following government departments were in attendance:

Department for Communities
Department of Finance



‘Building Back Better'- Involving the Public in Shaping
Northern Ireland's post-COVID Recovery' & 'Citizens'

Assemblies and Participatory Budgeting - Tools to help
Northern Ireland Build Back Better post-COVID' are part
of the Community Foundation's advocacy campaign

aligned to our Strategic Priority, Community Voice

Everyone has the right to participate in the decisions
that affect their lives and shape the society they live in.
Public trust in government and politics is extremely low
and there are few opportunities for people to influence

the decisions that affect their lives – with the right
support civil society and government can work
together to change this by reinvigorating civic

participation and deepening democracy.

For further information or to discuss contact Paul
Braithwaite, Head of Innovation and Voice, at
pbraithwaite@communityfoundationni.org 



The Community Foundation,
Community House,

6A Albert Street,
Belfast, BT12 4HQ

T: 028 9024 5927
info@communityfoundationni.org
www.communityfoundationni.org 


